
 

 

  

 

May 18, 2015 

 
The Honorable Fred Upton 
The Honorable Frank Pallone 
The Honorable Joe Pitts 
The Honorable Gene Green 
The Honorable Michael Burgess, MD 
The Honorable Chris Van Hollen 
The Honorable Diana DeGette 
United States House of Representatives 
Energy & Commerce Committee 
Washington, DC 20515 
 
 
Dear Representatives:   
 
The American Academy of Neurology, representing more than 28,000 
neurologists and clinical neuroscience professionals dedicated to promoting 
the highest quality patient-centered neurologic care, applauds the inclusion of 
H.R. 292, The Advancing Research for Neurological Diseases Act in the 21st 
Century Cures legislation. 
 
Currently one in six Americans suffers from a neurologic condition, including 
at least 500,000 with Parkinson’s disease and approximately 400,000 with 
multiple sclerosis (MS), yet our nation lacks a coordinated system to collect 
and analyze data on these diseases.  
 
Giving the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention the ability to track the 
incidence and prevalence of neurological disorders is critical to understanding 
the epidemiological pathways of these diseases. This will significantly benefit 
neurologic research by allowing more informed analysis of genetic and 
environmental risk factors, which will increase the likelihood of discovering 
new effective disease treatments and even cures. 
 
We applaud you for including this important legislation in CURES and thank 
you for taking such important leadership roles on this critical issue. Please 
contact Mike Amery at mamery@aan.com or (202) 506-7468 if you have 
questions or would like additional information.   
 
Sincerely, 
 

  
Terrance A. Cascino, MD, FAAN 
President, American Academy of Neurology  


